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trine amidst the stones of the Bastile. or had collected
them from the baggage of Marshal Broglie ? " In short,
it is allowed by all quarters that it was as violent a
philippic as he ever uttered against Pitt or Dundas,
and was in every view injudicious and perfectly un-
justifiable. Sheridan soon discovered he was in the
wrong, and is said to have expressed some contrition
for his conduct on the very evening the conversation
passed. The next morning O'Brien was despatched to
Burke in the capacity of mediator, and it was deter-
mined that Sheridan should go to Burke's the same
night at ten o'clock. Burke, however, dined out, and
not coming home precisely at the time appointed, he
found Sheridan going away just as he reached Gerard
Street. He then got into Sheridan's coach, and they
went together to Burlington Hcuise. Burke, immedi-
ately upon stepping into the carriage, shook Sheridan
by the hand, and told him that nothing remained to be
done but to make the matter up in a manner that would
appear best in the eyes of the public. However, in the
course of the conversation in the carriage, Burke con-
ceived that Sheridan was attempting to justify his
conduct, and to show that he had some reason for his
warmth and the language he had used. This entirely
broke off the negotiation; and, though they stayed
together for an hour and a half at the Duke of Port-
land's, they" parted without coming to any sort of recon-
ciliation*

* I know that Fox, who was present at the conference
at Burlington House, thought that Burke broke off the